Mr. William L. "Sonny" Smith

January 28, 1946 - January 23, 2017

Mr. William Lee “Sonny” Smith, 70, of Peoria, IL passed away at 5:13 am on
Monday, January 23, 2017 at UnityPoint Health Methodist Hospital.

William, affectionately known as Sonny, was born on January 28, 1946 in
Peoria to Robert and Theola Mae (Kelley) Smith. He attended Manual High
School. After high school, William went to work for Caterpillar where he met
his beautiful bride, Minnie Burns. He and Minnie married on March 14, 1989 in
Las Vegas, NV.

A proud UAW member, William retired from Caterpillar, Inc., in 1999 after over
33 years of service. He was a quiet man and gentle giant. He loved spending
time with his family, sports and fishing. He used to travel to Chicago for NFL
football games and to watch his favorite basketball player Michael Jordan.

William was a historian and knowledgeable about all history. Many times he
could be found in his beloved man cave watching the history channel on TV.

William leaves to cherish his most precious memories his loving wife of 27
years, Minnie Smith of Peoria; five daughters, Kimberly Y. Smith of Peoria,
Tamara G. (Donald) Rist of Columbia, MD, Stacey (Robert) Rush of
Washington State, Brandi N. Smith of E. Peoria and Yvonne Pollard of Peoria;
two sons, Michael A. Pollard and Dwayne Pollard both of Peoria; one sister,



Bobbie Ashby of Peoria; eight grandchildren; one great granddaughter and
four great grandsons; a special niece whom he helped raise, Toni Ashby; and
a host of other nieces, nephews other relatives and friends. He is preceded in
death by his parents; two brothers, Rayford Kelley and C.W. Smith and one
sister, Tressie Daniels.

Funeral services will be held at 11 am, Saturday, January 28, 2017 at Simons
Mortuary with a visitation at 10 am. Rev. Arthur Williams, Sr., of Ward Chapel
A.M.E. Church will officiate. William will be laid to rest at Lutheran Cemetery.

Simons Mortuary has been entrusted with arrangements. Online condolences
may be made at simonsmortuary.com.



Cemetery Details

Lutheran Cemetery

914 S Pleasant St
Peoria, IL 61604-5954

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 28. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Simons Mortuary Chapel

912 W. John H. Gwynn, Jr. Ave.
Peoria, IL 61605

(309) 674-2638
info@simonsmortuary.com
https://simonsmortuary.com

Funeral Service

JAN 28. 11:00 AM - 12:03 PM (CT)

Simons Mortuary Chapel

912 W. John H. Gwynn, Jr. Ave.
Peoria, IL 61605

(309) 674-2638
info@simonsmortuary.com
https://simonsmortuary.com
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Tribute Wall

Simons Mortuary created a Tribute Video in memory of Mr. William
L. "Sonny" Smith

Simons Mortuary - February 08, 2017 at 01:58 PM

Mr. William L. "Sonny" Smith

January 29, 2023 at 06:10 AM

Mr. William L. "Sonny" Smith

January 29, 2023 at 03:12 AM
so sorry for the loss. | had the pleasure of working with sonny for
many years. great man and a great friend as well. randy hayman,

agency manager, hinds county farm bureau.

RANDY HAYMAN - March 06, 2017 at 11:03 AM



Rita Burns lit a candle in memory of Mr. I
William L. "Sonny" Smith

Rita Burns - January 27, 2017 at 09:05 PM

Cathy Smith-Edwards lit a candle in memory |
of Mr. William L. "Sonny" Smith

Cathy Smith-Edwards - January 26, 2017 at 04:15 PM

Minnie and family, we're praying much for you all & sending love and
condolences, asking God to give you peace! Love you! Cathy Randle
Watson & Randle family!

Catherine Watson - January 26, 2017 at 10:09 PM

Annette Lucy lit a candle in memory of Mr. I1
William L. "Sonny" Smith

Annette Lucy - January 26, 2017 at 03:30 AM



Evelyn TateClayton lit a candle in memory of
Mr. William L. "Sonny" Smith

Evelyn TateClayton - January 25, 2017 at 07:05 PM

Theresa Smith Walker lit a candle in memory
of Mr. William L. "Sonny" Smith

Theresa Smith Walker - January 24, 2017 at 09:53 PM




